Edwin Louis Dietsch
December 29, 1939 - November 15, 2025

Edwin “Ed” Louis Dietsch of Florence passed away on November 15th in
Havana. Ed was surrounded by loved ones and preceded in death by his wife,
Sally, a month prior. The couple had spent 65 years together upon their
passing.

Ed was a lifelong handyman and physical worker. At 17, Ed left his home in
Keokuk, IA to join the Navy in Long Beach, California. While in the Navy, Ed
met and married his wife, Sally, and traveled as far as Japan and Hawaii. The
couple returned to Keokuk in 1960 where they raised their children before
moving to Bath, IL in 1975. During this time, Ed worked as a union
construction electrician.

In December of 1982, Sally, Ed and another couple purchased the restaurant
and tavern that would become Ed & Woodies Tap in Florence. While Sally was
in charge of the bar and restaurant, Ed was responsible for the maintenance
and groundskeeping as well as battling the almost yearly flood from the lllinois
River. Everywhere he went, Ed was always accompanied by one of his four
grandsons or one of the many dogs the family raised over the years. When he
wasn’t on duty, Ed could be found on weekend shopping trips with his
daughter, fishing with his grandkids, or sipping a beer while Sally held court at
the bar.



Surviving is children, Scott (Lisa) Dietsch of Havana and Lorena(William)
Sleeman of Bluffs; siblings, Eleanor (Larry) Limkenman of Quincy, Barb Toops
of Keokuk, IA, Sandra (Pat) Tulley of Wataga and Fred (Sue) Dietsch of MS;
grandchildren, Ryan (Megan) and Patrick Dietsch both of Havana, Jasper
Sleeman of Los Angeles, CA, Brady (Summer) Dietsch of Havana; great
grandchildren, PJ and Mason Dietsch both of Havana.

Ed was preceded in death by his wife, Sally Dietsch, brother Marvin (and wife
Marty) Dietsch of Oregon and brother-in-law William Toops of Keokuk, IA.

Cremation rites have been accorded. Daws Family Funeral Home in
Jacksonville is in charge of arrangements.



Tribute Wall

Lorena and family, my condolences on the loss of your Mother and
Father so recently.

| have fond memories of going to Ed and Woodys when we went
years ago.

Always a good time and a place that was so friendly. The fish was
so delish!

Pat kinsell - December 07, 2025 at 07:28 AM

So sorry for your loss. Maybe be comforted by the thought they are
together in heaven. Love and prayers.

Pam Bristow - December 02, 2025 at 08:17 AM

Condolences to the family, my heart is heavy. | moved here
approximately 25 years ago. | worked at Ed and Woodies for
several years. Ed didn't talk much, seemed grouchy or gruff. After
awhile it was clear, Sally did the talking. @ Ed let her talk and he
would often chuckle or laugh. We eventually became friends. He

enjoyed the outdoors, his family and his pups. He will be missed. *
¥

Connie Gibson - December 01, 2025 at 08:31 PM



